LETTERS OF SRI AUROBINDO

whatever way the genius leads, to find new forms
and movements; if they like to adhere to the ordi-
nary form of the language to which prose has to
keep, they should be free to do so; but also they
should be free to depart from it, if it is by doing so
that they can best liberate their souls in speech*
At present it is this that most matters.

Pitfalls of Indo-English Blank Verse

I HAVE often seen that Indians who write in English,

immediately they try blank verse, begin to follow

the Victorian model and especially a sort of pseudo-

Tennysonian movement or structure which makes

their work in this kind weak, flat and ineffective.

The language inevitably suffers by the same fault,

for with a weak verse-cadence it is impossible to

find a strong or effective turn of language. But

* Victorian blank verse at its best is not strong or

great, and at a more common level it is languid or

crude or characterless. Except for  a few poems,

like Tennyson's early "Morte d3Arthur55, "Ulysses"

and one or two others or Arnold's "Sohrab and

Rustum'% there is nothing of a very high order,

Tennyson is a perilous  model  and  can  have  a
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